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For more information contact:

Robyn Frankel, Frankel Public Relations

314-863-3373, rfrankel@frankelpr.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Editor’s Note:  To shorten the organization’s full name following the first complete reference, please use either “the Greenway District” or “the District.”  Thank you.
Great Rivers Greenway District Opening 57 Miles of New Bike St. Louis Routes
Ribbon Cuttings  May 8 in Maplewood, Clayton and St. Louis City
St. Louis City and St. Louis County routes create easy connections
to MetroLink Stations and MetroBus Stops for Bike-N-Ride Options

April 4, 2008, St. Louis – Just in time for National Bike to Work Week, May 12-16, the Great Rivers Greenway District has announced the opening of 57 miles of additional on-street Bike St. Louis routes through St. Louis County and St. Louis City.  With the expansion, the Bike St. Louis system now totals 77 miles of dedicated bike lanes and shared traffic lanes.  

Three separate ribbon cutting events on Thursday, May 8, will celebrate the new routes: 

· 10 a.m. in Maplewood in front of Schlafly Bottleworks, 7260 Southwest Avenue 
· 11 a.m. in Clayton at MetroLink station, Central and Shaw Park Drive 
· 12:30 p.m. in St. Louis City, intersection of St. Louis Ave. and Blair Ave. (½ block west of Crown Candy Kitchen).
The new routes were designed to make it easy for people to bike the entire distance to work, shopping or recreation destinations.  Alternatively, people may bike to a MetroLink station or MetroBus stop, where for the standard Metro fare, they can transport their bike to their destination at no extra charge.  Bike carriers are available on all MetroBus vehicles in St. Louis City and County and on MetroLink trains riders may stand with their bikes in designated cars.
“The new Bike St. Louis on-street routes underscore the importance of raising awareness that cars and bikes can co-exist harmoniously in our communities,” said Linda Goldstein, Mayor of Clayton.  “We are particularly pleased in Clayton that the approximately 3-mile route includes access to the Clayton MetroLink station, where we are in the process of adding bike racks to encourage bike-n-ride options.”
In Maplewood, city officials also are enthused about the route that will go through the center of Maplewood’s historic downtown shopping and restaurant district, as well as to entertainment venues and Schlafly Bottleworks.  “In addition to ultimately providing numerous connections between Maplewood and its neighboring communities in the City and County, we’re very excited that the 3-mile Bike St. Louis route in Maplewood will connect to the first trail project of the Shady Creek and Deer Creek Greenway, a new 1-mile greenway that will be completed later this year,” said Maplewood Mayor Mark Langston.
The new routes are the first major expansion of the Bike St. Louis network since 2005, when the first 20 miles of continuous on-street bicycle routes were dedicated and connected downtown St. Louis to surrounding neighborhoods. Nearly 50 miles of the expanded Bike St. Louis routes are located in the City of St. Louis, providing connections from downtown to neighborhoods, business districts, educational, cultural and recreation amenities in North and South St. Louis.  The new routes also provide on-street connections to the North Riverfront Trail and the McKinley Bridge Bikeway along the Mississippi River in North St. Louis, as well as the 
River des Peres Greenway and Christy Greenway in South St. Louis.  
“In just a few short years, I have seen an important change in residents’ attitudes about bicycle trails and lanes,” said St. Louis City Mayor Francis G. Slay.  “What was suspicion and resistance five years ago is now enthusiastic support.  A nearby trail is viewed – and, more importantly for our physical fitness, used – as an important amenity for City neighborhoods.”
David Fisher, Executive Director of the Great Rivers Greenway District, credits the many individuals and communities that have worked together to expand Bike St. Louis.  He explained that the original concept for Bike St. Louis, initiated by Lewis Reed, President of the St. Louis Board of Aldermen, and U.S. Congressman Russ Carnahan, was championed through collaboration between The Great Rivers Greenway District and the City of St. Louis.   
For this current phase, the Greenway District worked with the cities of St. Louis, Clayton and Maplewood to develop the 57 miles of new routes and was successful in obtaining federal transportation funding from the East-West Gateway Council of Governments and the Missouri Department of Transportation.  
All Bike St. Louis routes feature highly visible customized designation signage, standard federal bicycle route signage and on-street pavement markings.  In addition, Bike St. Louis maps are available online at www.bikestlouis.org and at many convenient area locations throughout the region.  The popular maps provide information to assist riders plan their routes and feature safety tips and other pertinent resource information.
National Bike to Work Week, the third week in May, is an annual event sponsored by the League of American Bicyclists and the Bicycling Safety and Education Association to raise awareness of bicycling as an effective transportation option for Americans to commute to work.  This year’s event marks the 52nd Anniversary and is scheduled for May 12-16, 2008.  In St. Louis many organizations including the Great Rivers Greenway District, Trailnet and the St. Louis Bicycle Federation are working together to promote Bike to Work Week 2008.  The Greater St. Louis YMCA will be hosting special Refueling Stations on Bike to Work Day, Friday, May 16. For more information, visit. www.trailnet.org   

About The Great Rivers Greenway District:

The Great Rivers Greenway District is the public organization leading the development of a region-wide system of interconnected greenways, parks and trails, known as the River Ring.  The River Ring will join two states and cover an area of 1,216 square miles.  The Greenway District was established in November 2000 by the successful passage of the Clean Water, Safe Parks and Community Trails Initiative (Proposition C) in St. Louis City, St. Louis County and St. Charles County, Missouri.  For more information about Great Rivers Greenway District, visit www.greatrivers.info.
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